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BY DAVID JOHNSTON

ALBURY residents are
being urged to inspect
any garden beds contain-
ing locally purchased
sugar cane mulch after
the African horned cu-
cumber plant was de-
tected in the city.

The species was dis-
covered in a residen-
tial backyard last week
growing in sugar cane
mulch purchased from a
local nursery.

Although not a nox-
ious weed, it is a self-
seeding species that can
run rampant.

Albury Council’s veg-
etation management
officer Steve Onley said
residents were being
asked to quickly remove
the plant if they detect-
ed it growing.

for this
plant

“There’s no need for
alarm, it's not a danger-
ous species,” he said.

“But it will take over
your backyard if you
don’t remove it quickly.

“If it’s allowed to grow
it will choke other plants
and flowers and become
harder to eradicate.

“We're advising resi-
dents to keep an eye
on anything that might
sprout from sugar cane
mulch purchased lo-
cally.

“If you find anything
that resembles the Af-
rican horned cucumber
we'd advise you to re-
move it straight away.”

It is the first time the
plant has been detected
in Albury and council is
working with local nurs-
eries to eradicate the
SOurce.

RIGHT: Vegetation manager for the Albury Council
Steve Onley with the mystery weed which has
shown up in sugar cane mulch. Picture: DAVID THORPE

The wait is longer for
too few paramedics

BY AISHA DOW

THE problem of unfilled
paramedic shifts in the
Hume region doubled last
year, forcing Border resi-
dents with serious condi-
tions to wait up to 38 min-
utes for an ambulance.

Figures produced by
Victoria’s Labor opposi-
tion show 518 ambulance
shifts were not filled last
year — up from 252.

But Ambulance Vie-
toria said Labor’s fig-
jure needed to be kept in
perspective.

“Each day we roster
more than 620 shifts
— each year we, roster
more than 240,000 shifts
and almost 99 per cent
of those shifts operate as
scheduled,” Hume region-
al manager Garry Cook
said.

“An  unfilled - shift

2012 UNFILLED SHIFTS

Region Unfilled Shifts
Barwon South West 192
Grampians 218
Loddon Mallee 462
Hume 518
Gippsland 311
Metropolitan Melbourne 1238
Regional Victoria 1701
Statewide Total 2939
doesn’t mean there is not It took an average

an ambulance available.

“We often team our
managers or ambulance
community officers with a
paramedic to form a crew,
ensuring we can provide a
response in local areas.”

The ;ambulance union
has also taken aim at
emergency response times
as being a concern.

22 minutes for para-
medics to respond to
code 1 incidents from July
2011 to October last year
in the Wodonga area. The
wait at Wangaratta was
30 minutes.

And it was worse at
Tallangatta and Beech-
worth where there was
37 to 38-minute wait.

While Mr Cook agreed
regional cities were sup-
posed to meet a govern-
ment 15-minute bench-
mark, they were often
responding to incidents in
towns more than 15 min-
utes drive away.

He cited Chiltern, in
Wodonga’s area, as a
trip that took more than
20 minutes.

“Our aim is to deliver
an ambulance to Wod-
onga within 15 minutes,”
he said,

“It’s reasonable within
communities  adjourn-
ing regional cities that it
will take longer than that
to get the nearest ambu-
lance to them.”

Ambulance Employees
Australia state secretary
Steve McGhie said the

fundamental issue was
ambulances not being
properly staffed.

As a result, paramedics
had to work harder and
longer to fill the gaps.

Mr MecGhie also said
paramedics were telling
him every day that they
were forced to work be-
yond their knock-off time
to make up for a lack of
resources. Some worked
15 to 16 hours straight
without a meal break.

Senior paramedic at
Wodonga Scott Burns
urged Victoria’s Health
Minister David Davis to
check conditions himself.

“You turn up to some
jobs and youre 30 min-
utes late — and we're the
ones who cop the abuse
and the disappointment
from patients,” Mr Burns
said.

“He needs to get out
and see what’s going on
instead of sitting behind
his desk in Melbourne.”

Aussies spend less time online

THE amount of time Australians spend on social media
sites is declining, according to new research involving
three million internet users.

Interest in sites like Facebook and Twitter grew rap-
idly in Australia from 2010.

But new data shows time spent on these sites via
fixed-line internet connections fell last year, with aver-
age users now spending 14 minutes out of every hour
online using social networks, compared to 16 minutes
per hour in 2011.

Similar falls were recorded in the US and Britain.
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Camryrange at 2.9%

Comparison Rate’ with

added peace of mind”

Right now, along with a sensational 2.9% finance

rate® on Camry Hybrid, Atara

and Altise you can

enjoy an equally impressive Peace of Mind Pack?”.

That's extended warr
starts at $29,990" driveaway on Camr

anty, roadside assist and it

y Altise.

Plus, there's $130 capped price servicing' so visit

Jacob Toyota today.

Jacob Toyota

175 Melbourne Rd, Wodonga, Vic, 3690 LMCT 7082

Tel: (02) 6055 9999 jacobtoyota.com.au

2.9%

Comparison Rate

| *Driveaway price shownincludes 12 monthsregistration, 12 months CTP,a maximum dealer delivery charge, stamp duty and metallic paint. Waiting periods may apply depending on choice of colour and model variant. Driveaway v:..n._._m applicable for private m.:n >w.z
buyers on vehicles purchased and delivered on or before 30 June 2013 at participating Toyota Dealers. Please visit toyota.com.au/specialoffers for further details. Toyota reserves the right to extend any o.mmﬁ Excludes ntoM. While stocks _mmr Offer not m<m=mo_m in
conjunction with otherregisteredfleet discounts oroffers. 92.9% comparison rate available to approved personal applicants &a 2.9%annual percentagerate is available to approved Bronze & Silver Fleet & primary producerapplicants of Toyota Finance forthe financing

of current generation Camry, Camry Hybrid,Aurion & selected demonstrator models. Finance applications must be received between 01/01/2013 and 30/06/2013 and vehicles re

gistered and delivered by 30/06/2013. Maximum finance term of 48 months applies.

Conditions, fees & charges apply. Comparison rate based on a 5 year secured consumer fixed rate loan of $30,000. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the examples given and may notinclude all feesand ormqam.m. Different terms, fees or nuﬁzm_._o.m: amounts
mightresultin a different comparison rate. #Terms and conditions apply. Extended factory warranty expires 12 months from the expiry of the new car factory warranty or once your vehicle has travelled poobon.__n_._._m E._.:nw_m....m,,. occurs first. Roadside assist expires 4
years fromvehicle purchase date. The Peace of Mind Packis valid on eligible Camry, Camry Hybrid, Aurion & selected demonstrator vehicles purchased and delivered between 01/01/2013 and 30/06/2013. Toyota Financeisadivision of Toyota Finance Australia Limited

ABN 48002 435 181, Australian Credit Licence 392536, tMaximum pavable foranominated max number of months/kms (which ever occurs first) up to a nominated max number of services. Excludes Government &RRental vehicles.

01157957 Valid: X4371 TOY10054/CR
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